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Account of the Meeting in Istanbul (28 April – 2 May 2006)

The Annual Assembly fo the Conference of Visitors of the Mission of Europe and the Middle East (Cevim) took place this year in Istanbul, at the College of  St George, which belongs to the Province of Austria. 23 confreres took part, amongst them, for two days, the Superior General. 

1. Corpus Delgado, President of Cevim

2. Stanislav Zontag, Vice-President of  Cevim

3. Eugen Schindler, Adjunct member of the Permanent Council of Cevim

4. Giuseppe Turati, Secretary of Cevim 

5. Jozef Lucyszyn, Visitor of the Province of Hungary

6. Alojz Gajsek, Visitor of the Province of Slovenia

7. Erminio Antonello, Visitor of the Province of Turin

8. Yves Bouchet, Visitor of Province of Toulouse

9. Pierre Cornee, Visitor of the Province of Paris 

10. Nicola Albanesi, Visitor of the Province of Rome

11. Biagio Falco, Visitor of the Province of Naples

12. Joaquin Gonzales, Visitor of the Province of  Madrid

13. Emilio Delgado, delegate of the Visitor of the Province of Barcellona

14. Antonio Otero, Visitor of the Province of  Salamanca

15. Victor Groetelaars, Visitor of the Province of Holland

16. Harry Jaspers, accompanying the Visitor of Holland as his successor

17. Theo Jeuris, Superior of the Region of Belgium, invited by the Permanent Council to this gathering.

18. Arkadiusz Zakreta, Visitor of the Province of Poland

19. Paul Roche, Visitor of the Province of Ss Cyril and Methodius

20. Kevin O´Shea, Visitor of the Province of Ireand

21. Antoine Abboud, Visitor of the Province of Lebanon
22. Jose A. Alves, Visitor of the Province of Portugal

23. Jose Mario Nieto, Assisstant  General

The following worked as translators for the Conference:

Alexander Jernej, 

Eugene Curran, 

Bernard Massarini, 

Felix Alvarez, 

Kazimierz Stelmach, 

Friday 28 Aprie 2006

Following the celebration of Lauds and Eucharist, prepared by the french-speaking confreres, held in the chapel of St George’s College, The Assembly was official declared open at 9,30 with a welcome from Fr Eugen Schndler, Visitor of the Province of Austria, to which the host college belongs.

The first session of work was given over to a presentation on the Province of Austria (Eugen Schindler).

In the second session, the floor was given to Fr Franz Kangler, who made a presentation on “The CM in Turkey; yesterday and today”.

In the afternoon, the third session of work was dedicated to the report by Dr Elisabeth Dörler, Director of the Islamic-Christian Forum at the College, on “Christian Presence in Turkey”

In the fourth session, the President presented the methodology for work proposed by the Permanent Council, which was approved with the addition of a modification.

There followed the presentation on each province. Each Visitor, who had already prepared and sent to the Permanent Council a written text, was invited to speak briefly on the most salient points he wished to emphasise..

Work finished at 19,30 with the recital of evening prayer.

Saturday  29 April 2006 

The day began with the celebration of lauds and eucharist in the chapel of St George’s College, led by the Spanish speaking confreres. In it we remember our young Spanish confrere (38) who had died the night before in an accident.. The Visitor of Salamanca, P. Antonio Otero Froufe, on account of this unexpected news, requested permission of the Assembly to return to his province. The Assembly agreed to this.

The first session began by continuing with the reports from the provinces.

Following these presentations, we began work on the themes of the Assembly. The first dealt with the commitments undertaken at the Assembly General of 2004. We studied this first in four linguistic groups and then in plenary session. At the end, the President asked the assembly if this theme had been sufficiently studied and received an affirmitive response.

We continued the study of the themes by dealing with the question of the languages to be used in Cevim. The methodology for work was the same; first in group and then in plenary session.

The reports for the various groups met with the secretary to prepare the document which would be submitted to the Assembly for its approval.

The afternoon was given over to a cultral visit to the museum of Hagia Sofia and the great Bazar. We also awaited the arrival of the Superior General, Fr Gregory Gay.

Sunday 30 April 2006

The next day was marked by the solemn eucharistic celebration in the college chapel, which was presided over by the Catholic Bishop in the presence of the Superior General, who gave the homily. The ceremony was graced by choral singing and the presence of the Daughters of Charity and many lay-people. At the end, all the participants at the Mass were invited to share lunch, in a atmosphere of deep and fraternal friendship.

The afternoon was given over to a guided tour. Of great interest was the visit to the monastary of Chora, rich in mosaics and Byzantine frescoes. There was also a tour to the graves of the Ecumenical Patriarchs and to another mosque, that of Süleyman.

In the evening, we were all invited a meal in the hospital of St George, run by the Daughters of Charity.

Monday 1 May 2006

The day began in the hall with morning prayer and two sessions of work, during which the Assembly listened to the intervention of the Superior General, which touched on the following points:

- the missionary spirit which should animate us,

- the ‘internationality’ which should characterise us,

- interprovincial collaboration,

- the aging of the Provinces,

- the care of the young and their formation,

- re-configuration of the Provinces, which needs to overcome a certain ‘provincialism’,

- collaboration with the Vincentian Family,

- outlining what has been done in each province in the past two years following the themes, as set out in the final document of the last assembly,

- relationships between the Curia and the Provinces of Cevim.

At the end of his presentation, the Superior General invited the confreres to fraternal exchange on the themes dealt with. The exchange was rich and profitable for all.

Following this, in the time before lunch, we returned to the study of the themes of the Conference.

The afternoon was given over almost entirely to listening to the presentation by Paul Roche on the Vice-Province of  Ss Cyril and Methodius and to dialogue with him. At the end, we return to the rest of the work of the Assembly.

In the evening, we went to the nearby college church of St Benedict (Province of Paris) for the eucharistic celebration, presided over by the Superior General and with the participation of Daughters of Chairty and a large number of staff of the College.

There followed the participation of all in a meal together, in an atmosphere of fraternal sharing of the vincentian spirit and charism. 

Tuesday 2 May 2006

The Eucharist was celebrated in Italian in the Chapel of St Georg’s College, marking the start of the last day of work for the Assembly. Everyone received four documents, in the four languages (french, english, spanish and italian).

1. The first contained the proposal of the Permanent Council with regard to formation meetings, exchange and reciprocal interchange of confreres from the provinces of Cevim.

2. The second contained the proposals with regard to the languages for use in Cevim.

3. The third contained the proposals for certain modifications to the Statutes.

4. The fourth contained the proposals of Cevim with regard to the implementation of the commitments undertaken at the Assembly General of  2004.

Following the methodology of work accepted by the Assembly, the first two documents were studied in groups and, afterwards, in the hall, the groups having given their own reflections, the documents were collated.The third and fourth documents, already studied in groups, simply received alternative proposals before voting. 

The first document was not passed; the Permanent Council will meet again and reformulate a new proposal in the light of the submissions by the groups. 

The other three documents were voted on and accepted, each in turn. 

1. Use of Languages.

1.1. With regard to the use of languages in the sessions of Cevim, the proposal to assure simultaneous translation of the four (english, french, spanish and italian) was unanimously accepted (20 votes in favour).

1.2. With regard to the use of langauges at meetings organised by Cevim on themes of formation, information or exchange, the proposal to use english, french, spanish, italian, polish and the language of the place in which the meeting is held, received 16 votes in favour.

1.3. For the languages to be used on the web-site, it was unanimously agreed (20 votes)  to continue the use of the four languages (english, french, spanish and italian) for the ‘fixed and institutional parts’, leaving those parts dealing with information or formation documents in the language in which they are submitted to the Secretary (17 votes in favour) with a link to the local provinces site.

1.4. For communication between the Permanent Council and each of the Visitors, there was a choice between the alternatives of using only two languages (English and one of the Romantic languages) (only  7 votes in favour), or accepting the use of the four languages (english, french, spanish and italian) with each Visitor indicating to the secretary in which langauge he prefers to received communications. (15 votes in favour).

2. Proposals to modify the Statutes.

There were five proposals for modification.

2.1. There was a proposal to introduce a new article after #21 of the current Statutes (“if, in the time between two ordinary assemblies, the office of vice-president falls vacant, the Preident will nominate a new vice-president, within thirty days and following consultation with the Visitors”). To this formulation, the english language group proposed an alternative; (“at the next Assemly of Cevim, a new vice-president will be elected”). We then voted on this alternative, with 18 votes in favour, and then the article, as modified, was approved with 19 votes in  favour.

2.2. Proposal to modify article 22, as presented by the Permanent Council, which had an addendum proposed by the spanish-language group (“from the province of the President or Vice-President…”). This addenum was accepted unanimously (20 votes), as was the entire article, thus modified 20 votes).

2.3. e 2.4. Inserting reference to the Region of Belgium in articles 1 & 2 was accepted unanimously (20 votes)..

2.5. Finally, the proposal to modify article 14 (with regard to the frequency of meetings for the Permanent Council) was accepted unanimously (20 votes),  following the english-langauge group proposal to  drop the word “ordinary” (10 votes in favour).

3. The proposals of Cevim on the commitments undertaken at the Assembly General of 2004.

We voted on 12 suggestions.

3.1. “To study the suitability of Provinces organising themselves by zones or regions”: 19 votes in   favour

3.2. “To organize meetings for those already admitted to the CM, being mindful of language concerns”: 16 votes in favour.

3.3 “To concretize a plan of initial formation for the provinces of Mediterranean Europe and the Middle East and another for the provinces of Central and Eastern Europe: (4 votes in favour).

3.4. “To consolidate the Interprovincial Internal Seminary”: 19 votes in  favour.

3.5. “To organize an annual meeting for young missioners”: 15 votes in favour.

3.6. “To send the calendar of retreats organised in each province to the other provinces, in order to facilitate the participation of confreres from other provinces”: (20 votes in favour).

3.7. “To encourage the participation of confreres at European inter-provincial meetings”: 19 votes in favour.

3.8. “To invite a member of the Vincentian Family working in Brussels, to meet in dialogue with the Visitors at a forthcoming meeting of  Cevim”: 20 votes in favour

3.9. “To appoint, in each province, a confrere who will be charged with communicating with the representative of the AIC in Brussels”: 4 votes in favour.

3.10. “To ask the Provinces of the East to send a confrere to the provinces of the West in order to work with the immigrants”: 16 votes in favour.

3.11.”To study the relationship between Christians and the Islamic world at a future meeting of the confreres of the provinces of Cevim”: 16 votes in favour.

3.12. “To dedicate one day of each session of Cevim to a day of retreat”: 6 votes in favour.

Following the modified statutes, which provide for the election of a new member of the Permanent Council:.

There were three rounds of voting, from which Nicola Albanesi, Visitor of the Province of Rome, was elected to the Council. 

The results of the voting were as follows; 

First round: Albanesi 10, Bouchet 9, Falco 1.

Second round: Albanesi 10, Bouchet 10.

Third round: Albanesi 12, Bouchet 8.

The work then continued with the report of the Secretary, which touched on three main points; 

-  the processes followed thus far by the Permanent Council,

- the presentation of the Cevim web-site and its elements; both those reserved for the Visitors and those in the public domain (with a brief example of how to gain access to and register on the site),

- the financial statement.

No requests were made for further clarification

The afternoon was given over principally to visit to Phanar to meet his All Holiness Bartolomeus, the Ecumenical Patriarch. We were very warmly welcomed and this created a cordial atmosphere. The visit was followed by a tour of the church and of the library of antique books.

Following this, we visited the Mosque, Rüstem Pascamii, and the Spice Bazar.

There followed a ferry journey on the Bospherous as far as Sariyer, where we all enjoyed a seafood dinner. The return journey by bus brought to a satisfactory end the work of the 2006 Assembly of Cevim,  with thanks to all those who had been involved in its organisation and success, most particularly to Franz Kangler, Superior of the College which had welcomed us.

The present minutes were set down by G. Turati (Secretart) May 3 2006.
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