Homily for the 14th February, 2011, the Feast Day of Ss. Cyril & Methodius

As confreres from Europe gather here at the Berceau, the birthplace of St. Vincent de Paul, it is significant that our session on Ministry to Young People opens on the Feast Day of the Patron Saints of Europe: Ss. Cyril & Methodius.  I take this opportunity to ask the Lord to bless Fr. Tomas Mavric and confreres of the Province of Ss. Cyril & Methodius.

Methodius and Constantine - who later took the name Cyril - were born in Thessalonica into a Christian family.  Methodius became a civil official, grew tired of political life and retired to a monastery.  Constantine (or Cyril) was an academic.  In 860 Methodius and Constantine went as missionaries to what is today the Ukraine.  They knew the Slavonic language, were capable administrators and they were effective missionaries.  In 879 Methodius was granted permission to use the Slavonic language in the Mass, in Scripture and in the Divine Office.  He had translated most of the Bible by his death in 884.  The disciples of Cyril & Methodius, despite political difficulties, continued to spread the Word of God and to translate it into the Slavonic language and laid the foundation for Christianity in the area.  Both Cyril & Methodius are revered missionaries both in the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches.

Cyril & Methodius brought the Word of God and presented it in the language and culture of the hearers.  As the Lord commanded Paul and Barnabas when he said, "I have made you a light for the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth."  That command is given to each of us disciples of the Lord today.  As missionaries we share our experience of proclaiming that Word.

Allow me to share a few personal reflections:

· The living Word seeks a home within ourselves as missionaries bringing forth the fruit of that word within ourselves.

· The Word needs to be presented in a simple and meaningful way that is heard by young people today.

· It is a Word of invitation, of compassion, that brings us to the fullness of life.

· Youth need to experience the fruit of this proclaimed Word through an experience of belonging and a call to the service of the poor.

· Invite young people to share in our mission of proclaiming the Word.

In the Lines of Action of the General Assembly of 2011, in the section on formation 1:1 we read: "To place the Word of God and Jesus Christ the Word, the rule of the Mission" at the centre of our life and mission as the axis of our formation, our spirituality and our evangelising action.

Prayer: Saints Cyril & Methodius watch over all missionaries but especially those in Slavic countries.  Help those that are in danger in troubled areas.  Watch over the Slav people that you dedicated your lives to.
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