 “THE PARISH: IS IT A CHANCETO LIVE THE CHARISMA?”

                                                                An “open” synthesis at the end of the Meeting

                                                                     f. Biagio Falco c.m., 30th January 2009

1) First, let us be aware of the fact that at the moment the parish function is (regarding the quantity an for the number of brothers who work) the most widespread function not only in Europe, but inside of the whole Congregation. It leads us to deepen the reasons of this effect and the motivations that go on improving it.

2) As for any other function of Congregation, we are going to recognize and firmly declare the “community origin” for parish function too.

3) Solicited by paths of meditation, by analysis and forecast developed during the Meeting time, we think to answer in a positive way to the question: May we talk about a Vincent parish with legitimacy?
4) There is an objection: caring about the parishes could it become an obstacle or a limitation for carrying out the plans of the Congregation? We can answer that the parishes can paradoxically become a resource in order to better carry out our charisma today, serving the different churches where we have to work. Anyway, we are aware this dynamic process depends on the way and the style we adopt to give them life.

5) We think it is possible to talk about parish’s Vincent soul and face when its appearance gives priority to: 

· experience, animation and missionary education through the method of “popular mission” and through a reference to the open world by awakening and educating people to availability for a mission ad gestes;
· experience, animation and education to the charity and to several conditions it consists of;

· promotion and exploitation of secular people’s function to whom it is better to offer courses in order to be accustomed to the faith;

· improvement of Vincent secularization and exploitation of charismas as features of each expression of Vincent Family (already existing or to be formed);

· emotional and effective movement, being available to go wherever community or poor people need to be helped.

6) We think that Vincent dimension of the parish is to be considered and determined by intentions, seriousness, creativity and real involvement of Vincent Family too in the Parish Pastoral Project.
7) Our pastoral task on service of parish community will be inspired by an analysis of region and its actual state not simply from a sociological point of view, but a wise point of view.

8) Our availability to pastoral needs of parish communities will be offered not as a result of obedience to requests of a religious devotional feeling or the care to “keep existing reality”, but in relation to the criteria of a global human, cultural and spiritual promotion and with an effort to carry out and activate the principles of the “systemic change”.

