Meeting of CEVIM – homily  5 May 2011

(Act. 5: 27-33; Psalm 33; John: 31-36)

The gospel speaks to us of fullness, of being filled:  “Those whom God has sent you speak the words of God and give the Spirit without measure.  The Father loves the Son and has given him all things.” 

This gospel passage, that the Church has read in paschal time, shows the fullness of grace that we receive from the risen Lord, who is truly for us the revelation of God, the revelation of the love of God, our immeasurable richness.

The theological life that God communicates to us through the theological virtues unites us fully to him.

Of faith, for example, we must not say that it is a little seed that must develop by the strength of human lessons and efforts.  No, faith is given to us from the beginning and is a fullness of light and of knowledge because it is the communication of the light of God in the risen Christ. The same thing is true of the other theological virtues, that are given in Jesus risen in all their fullness; our first effort must to be that of becoming aware of the immense gift of God, not of acquiring it: it is given.

Our soul must be full of gratitude, of trust, of zeal towards God, since he has given without measure. It is crucial to be aware of our being filled by God, and we must strive  to understand well the difference between the supernatural life that is a marvellous, generous gift of God, and all natural life, that grows rather slowly, painfully, in an always precarious progress.

We have therefore the full light, and we must thank the Lord who has given it to us, even if we do not feel that we have faith in this fullness of light.  We must thank him for having put in us charity; we have at our disposition the heart of Christ that is in us.   It is not us who create charity by our efforts:  charity  is given to us, we must open ourselves to it, “Open your mouth,” says a psalm, “I want to fill it.”  And the psalm of today:  “See how good the Lord is!” and also: “I will bless the Lord at all times.”  It is our first duty, knowing that as St. Paul says He has given us all things in Christ.

Only if we have this attitude of spirit, that is the attitude of a Christian soul, will we be  light to the world.  The world expects from us a revelation of generosity that we must bring to it, but that of God, that of Christ.  We must proclaim to the world “Taste and see, how good is the Lord!”

The Lord has given all of us the light; we must welcome it, open ourselves to it, remove any impediment to it.  The Lord gives us all of his love, and we must not create love, but rather cut out any obstacles and spread it throughout in the entire world.

Let us ask the Lord to believe.  “He who believes in the son has eternal Life,” is also a word of the gospel of today.  John does not say, “will have eternal life” he says “has,” he truly possesses eternal  life.  In the risen Christ this new life is in us, which is wonderfully ours.

