Homily for Opening Mass for CEVIM 2011

3rd May - Feast of Ss. Philip & James, Apostles

Last month in Ireland we had our 10-year census of the population.  Much discussion centred upon the section on religion as the categories Atheist, Spiritual or Humanist were not permitted.  A number of the population that were baptised as Catholic but didn't want to identify themselves as Catholic preferred Atheist, Spiritual or Humanist to 'no religion.'  There is also a move to remove schools from Church management with the setting up of forums to give choice to parents.  It is part of a mission of secularisation, with some parents seeking a free liberal education, free of any commitment to preparation for sacraments on the one hand.  On the other hand there are parents wishing their children to have a faith-based education with values and discipline, incorporating religious experience and practice.  We are missionaries in a society with an increasing sense of secularisation that is challenging and questioning traditional ways.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Apostles - Philip and James - we meet two followers of Jesus that questioned their leader but, in the process, grew in wisdom and grew in faith experience due to their encounter with the Lord.  To James Jesus replied: "I am the Way, the truth and the Life."  

· Jesus is the Way whose teaching guides our behaviour and shows us how to live.

· Jesus is the Truth that answers the questioning mind.

· Jesus is the Life that has conquered death and offers eternal life.

Philip is seeking a religious experience.  He "wants to see the Father" but the Father is present in Jesus the Word made Flesh as the human revelation of God.

Both Philip and James bring us to a greater understanding of the person of Jesus, as well as an experience of the presence of the "Risen Lord" within us and among us.  The fruit of this experience of the Lord is promised in the Gospel: "Greater works will be seen in the days after Jesus returns to the Father."

As missionaries our calling is to live and pray in the name of Jesus.  We are called to reach out in mission as we continue the mission of Jesus to the world.  Our Constitutions emphasise these strands of our Vincentian vocation:

Const. 1.1:
Make every effort to put on the spirit of Christ himself in order to 



acquire a holiness appropriate to their vocation.

Const. 1.2:
work at evangelising the poor, especially the more abandoned.

In our Eucharist we ask the intercession of St. Philip and St. James to share with us their inspiration for mission today as we animate our Provincial members in their mission in a challenging and more secularised society.  In this Eucharist we pray for that unity both with the Spirit of the Risen Lord and with each other as we continue our Vincentian Mission throughout Europe.  Our great prayer of unity with the Risen Lord is: 

Through Him, With Him, In Him.

In the unity of the Holy Spirit.

All glory and honour is yours, Almighty God.

Forever and ever. Amen.
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