PROVINCE OF SLOVENIA

Historic Overview 

The Missionaries of St. Vincent de Paul, the Lazarists, have been in Slovenia since 1852. That year, three of the Slovenian priest, after completing internal seminary in Paris, came to Celje. At that time, Celje was the first house within the Austrian Empire. Ever since their arrival in Celje, the confreres have devoted their life to popular missions and retreats for various professions and groups.

After the First World Ward, in the region of the Austrian Empire, new states came to being and, with them, three new Provinces were established. Besides the Province of Austria, there were two others: the Province of Yugoslavia and Hungary. The Vice Province of Yugoslavia, under the jurisdiction of the Superior General, was established by decree on November 4, 1919. On March 17, 1926, it became autonomous as the Province of Yugoslavia.

In their new province, the confreres devoted their life to popular missions, retreats and as directors to the Daughters of Charity. Soon they engaged in the missions ad gentes and the house of Groblje housed the publishing of Misijonski koledar, calendar and Katoliski misijoni, a magazine to promote mission consciousness in Slovenia. As a result, four brothers went as missionaries to Africa and eight priests to China.

Since 1926, when Janez Gnidovec, C.M. has been named bishop of Skopje-Prizren, the confreres have worked in diaspora. Two new houses were established – Beograd and Skopje. During the Second World War, the confreres worked in Croatia (Svetice at Karlovac).

To help the needy and the poor, there was a very prosperous St. Vincent the Paul Society in our house in Ljubljana.

 In the years before WWII, the Provinve grew in numbers and activities. A number of diocesan clergy and seminarians entered the community. In the year 1940 there were 44 priests, 43 brothers, 9 seminarians in the Province, not including the 4 priests and 2 brothers in missions at gentes.

The aggression of the occupation forces stopped this growth. They confiscated three houses: Groblje, Celje and Radece. During the war, the activities of the confreres were limited. The WWII gave the Communists a chance to carry out the revolution in which they took over the governing power.

During the WWII, the Province lost 5 priests, 5 brothers and 5 seminarians. After the war, 10 priests was imprisoned up to 15 years each. In 1950, there were 32 confreres, refugees living outside the Province. During and after WWII, the Province lost half of its members. For the first few years after WWII, the prospects for the Province were very gloomy. In 1956, the situation started to improve.

The majority of the confreres who left Yugoslavia worked with Slovenian immigrants, mainly in Argentina and Canada. The Province has one house in each of those countries. The Slovenians in Argentina produced some new vocations for the Province.

The year 1991, was a another turning point. Yugoslavia crumbled into pieces, into new states, Slovenia one of them. The Communist regime collapsed and a democratic way of life started to grow, which enabled denationalization to take place (the Province got back its house in Celje and in Ljubljana).

Statistics as of December 2005 

There are 8 canonical houses in the Province: four in Slovenia, one in Croatia, one in Serbia, one in Argentina and one in Canada.

There are 54 members with vows: 2 bishops, 47 priests (one is missionary on Solomon Islands), 3 brothers and 2 seminarians with vows.

Another 8 priests work in mission (5 on Madagascar and 3 in Russia), where they belong to the respective Provinces.

Apostolic Engagements

Till 1990, under the Communist regime, the Church was regarded as an enemy of the state. All these years the Communists shaped the way of life and work in the country. Their legacy is felt in religious, moral and cultural life.

In theory, the Church is free but the parties seen as “converted Communists” obstruct her life and work. The Church in Slovenia and the Lazarists strive for a new evangelization to give new moral support to the nation. We are still engaged in popular missions. We give spiritual support to special groups who are to become coworkers. Our houses, in Miren and Celje, serve as tutoring, educational premises, spiritual retreat centres and as a residence for the students (Ljubljana).

In accordance with our provincial plan we give these houses priority. There are also other activities: marriage courses, parents’ meetings, cultural evenings and adult education programs.

Some of the confreres are professors at the Faculty of Theology, some in communications (newspapers, radio, TV). Their contributions are of great importance in the new evangelization. We also work in diaspora.

We work for and with sick and handicapped. One confrere is the editor of the magazine Prijatelj and spiritual assistant to Katholic fraternitet of sick and handicapped. Some of the confreres are chaplains in hospitals. In Slovenia and in Croatia, we help the needy, poor, homeless and refugees.

18% of the confreres are in mission at gentes. The Province supports them spiritually and materially. In their missions they are very active in social areas (Pedro Opeka is the best known). Last year, Franci Pavlic died in El Alto, Bolivia, serving and helping the poor.

Some confreres work among Slovenian immmigrants in Canada (in three parishes) and in Argentina (one parish and school with around 2000 pupils in Buenos Aires) and one in mission parish in Southern Argentina (Bariloche).

Looking at all the activities of the confreres and our Province, I can say: we work following the charism of St. Vincent de Paul. Our goal is to strive in our work for evangelization where the poor have a special place.

Challenges for our Province

· Personal growth in the spirit of St. Vincent and living for Christ. 

· Continual work in our educational centres with the view to evangelization.

· To increase the work for and with Vincentian families in our parishes; preparing coworkers.

· Better planning and work for vocations.

Suggestions

In 2000, in Berceau, at the meeting of the directors of seminaries, it was suggested that after six months of internal seminary, the seminarians from the different provinces would spend two months together.

Do we Lazarist in Europe dedicate our preaching, following the footsteps of St. Vincent de Paul?

Lojze Gajsek, C.M.

visitor 
