A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PROVINCE

The Neapolitan Province of the C.M. was founded in 1815.

At that time in the kingdom of Naples governed by the Bourbons, there were 4 houses: Naples (1668), Oria (1729), Lecce (1732) and Bari (1746). Juridically they belonged to the Roman Province. When Fr. Antonio Fulgure, the first Visitator, was nominated bishop of Taranto in 1818, he was succeded by Fr. Michele Pesole.

The presence of the vincentian fathers in Naples was wanted by Cardinal Innico Caracciolo, archbishop of Naples from 1667 to 1685.

He had previously known the Vincentians of the Montecitorio house in 1666 and had been very much edified by their exemplary life and their commitment to the work of popular Missions and the Retreats for the clergy. He asked that a Mission house be founded in Naples, thinking that the presence of the Vincentian fathers “would have enormously helped the spiritual formation of the clergy and the evangelization of the country poor people”.

The first vincentian arrived in Naples (march 2 1668) was Cosimo Galilei, nephew of the famous astrologer Galileo Galilei.

Cardinal Caracciolo immediately entrusted to the Missionaries a number of popular missions for the more need and humble people of his large diocese and the poor country people. These missions, that ran from a month to at least 15 days, were based on the teaching of the Catechism, were aimed at instructing for the most part the illiterate people bringing them to the conversion of the heart as a result of the general confession.

After a temporary residence, in 1659 the Vincentians were transferred to the former convent of the Crociferi, located in the suburb called “Vergini”; this is the reason why the Missionaries in Naples have bees always referred to as “Verginisti”.

In 1636 was founded in Naples the “St. Nicola da Tolentino” house. Up to 1837 St Justin de Jacobis resided there. In 1839 he left Naples and was sent to Abyssinia by the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda Fide. St Justin died in Africa in 1860, but the “Catholic Mission” founded by him expanded and the present time has become the “Vice Province St Justin De Jacobis”.

In 1860 there was a basic change in the Italian history. Before that year and after, decisive events placed a heavy burden on the history of the Province. It is possible to only give a few and brief informations about. 

In 1855 was approved in Piedmont the law regarding the suppression of the Jesuit Order sanctioned since 1848.

The alarm easened up when the Congregation of the Mission was enlisted in the number of Orders qualified as working Communities dedicated to preaching, teaching and charity works and therefore not subject to the suppression law in Piedmont.

Many thought that, having the Congregation of the Mission a French Superior General and a Mother House in Paris, in any way this would have sufficed to declare itself a french Institution placed under the protection of the French Consul.

At the Plebiscite of October 21 1860, regarding the annexation of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies to Piedmont using the motto “Italy one and indivisible under Vittorio Emanuele II, constitutional king”, the Neapolitan Missionaries felt obliged to abstain, bringing definitively upon themselves suspicious and menaces from the piedmonteses.

Particularly the “Vergini” house was looked upon as a den of the Bourbons because it had and was still giving hospitality to persecuted persons and clergy.

On February 17 1861 was promulgated a decree for the suppression of all religious communities and the Regular Congregations, declaring all their properties “State Property”.

The decree allowed the individual members to reside in their houses or in others assigned to them and a monthly pension was granted to the priests.

After the Plebiscite, the former Kingdom of the Two Sicilies was united to Piedmont under Vittorio Emanuele II, King of Italy.

From August 18 to September 24 1862 Fr. Marcantonio Durando, Visitator o the Turin Province, come to Naples. To defend the Neapolitan Missionaries he wrote a report and immediately sent it to the Government on his return to Turin. That report was favourably accepted by the Minister Urbano Rattazzi, who made Durando know that he would have provided to assure the legal standing of the Neapolitan houses, the same as it was declared for houses in Piedmont and other Italian regions.

Fr. Durando quickly informed Fr. Etienne, Superior General, and Fr. Scommegna, Provincial of Naples.

But the decree, already on the desk, was left without signature and approval because the Rattazzi’s Government fell on December 9 1862.

The closing and the suppression of the houses seemed to be the inevitable reality to accept.

However nobody ever came for inspection ad the “Vergini” house. In the mean time Fr. Etienne continued his efforts to save the Congregation of the Mission in the Southern Italy.

He was granted audience by Pope Pious IX on May 1864 and explained to him the approach he intended to use, being convinced that under the french protection, the Congregation would have been taken off the list for forced confiscation that menaced the religious houses.

Later on Fr. Etienne came back to Naples and remained there for almost the whole month of June. 

After returning to France, he tried again to save the Houses. In a memorandum handed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on March 1865 he resumed again the argument according to which the Superior General of the Congregation of the Mission  had full and exclusive authority on the persons, houses and properties that the Company owned in France and abroad.

Consequently all foundations, even outside France, were to be considered french institutions.

Furthermore in the case of suppression of religious houses in Italy the members (living in them) were subject to the Italian Government authority while the properties remained French properties and therefore belonged to the Superior General. 

The French Foreign Minister seemed to be well inclined to plead the Italian Government on behalf of the Missionaries but all efforts to save the Congregation from the suppression law of July 7 1866 were nullified because that law became active on July 23.

Other efforts were made but all in vain and the closing of the houses in Italy and of course in the Neapolitan Province became inevitable.

The events that followed permitted to slowly get back the possession of houses and properties.

Since 1993 whit the collaboration of the Turin and Roman Provinces a Vincentian presence in Albania has been established.

At the present time, the Albanian Region is made up of two houses.

APOSTOLIC PRIORITIES OF THE PROVINCE

Considering the complexity of the Southern Italian situation, the Neapolitan Province is engaged most of all in evangelizing, lay promotion and the witnessing of charity.

At the present time these priorities are realized prevalently as fallows:

1. PARISH MINISTRY, aimed at explicitly and clearly reflect the demands of our "charisma"; acquire ever more a vincentian spirit and style which specifically give priority to the centrality of the Word of God, the demands of human promotion, the solidarity culture and the missionary commitment.  

2. POPULAR MISSION MINISTRY, through a basic renewal of the subject matter, the style, the language, the places and persons who carry on the mission, the efficacy of which and its continuity are mostly assured by lay parishioners, all well formed and capable of promoting meaningful initiatives gradually to be integrated in the ordinary pastoral work, including in particular:

· The experience of Listeners Gospel Centres;

· The favouring of adult evangelization;

· Projects on behalf of people in difficulty especially the old, the sick and those with handicaps;

· Stages of christian formation.

3. CARING for HUMAN PROMOTION and SOLIDARITY. These goals are concretely realized in having appointed two Confreres as Directors of Diocesan Charity offices; other Confreres are committed to social work activities and the formation of groups and associations engaged in voluntary service; in some of our houses (including the Provincial House) we have allowed the use of structure and living spaces to share and realize projects like the rehabilitation of drug-addicts, family helps and the care of minors in danger.

4. PRESENCE in the YOUTH-WORLD.

Besides a good number of Confreres who operate in traditional areas (especially on behalf of the Vincentian Family) and pastoral youth and vocational formation. A young Confrere has been appointed to university pastoral activity and as a regional coordinator of formation programs on behalf of the young members of Congregations, Orders and Religious Communities for men.

MAIN CHALLENGES OF THE PROVINCE.

Among the most important have to be considers:

· A more significant commitment to the service of the diocesan clergy formation 

· A greater investment of human resources to qualify the laity formation

Sharing our houses (for the most part empty) with the poor and promote social programs.
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