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1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF OUR PROVINCE:

THE CANONICAL PROVINCE OF BARCELONA

24 August 1902

1- In 1704, Vincentian missionaries from Rome started to establish themselves in Spain,  initially in Barcelona.

2- By the end of the nineteenth century there was already some interest among certain missionaries in dividing the congregation in Spain, which was a single large province with over 22 houses, 200 missionaries and a bright future thanks to the number of young people, over 80 students and 25 seminarians, who were preparing themselves at the Madrid headquarters.

There was also a feeling, a yearning for past glories, that Barcelona would again become the headquarters of the Order, having been its birthplace in our country. Between 1835 and 1884, different governments seized the first and then the second houses in Calle Tallers and Calle Amalia, leaving the missionaries to drift like nomads from place to place, or to take refuge in different religious communities, sometimes even in France and Italy. It is admirable that the majority remained faithful to the Order. Faithful God loves those who are faithful and who strive to imitate him. 

3- On 24 August 1902 the Superior General P. Fiat issued a decree approving the division of Spain into two provinces, Madrid and Barcelona, according to what had been agreed by the Assembly of the Province of Spain held in Madrid in June and July of that year. 

The new Province had only just been announced, when, in 1902, it was hit by a number of misunderstandings and problems affecting its organisation, stability, development and weak financial state, causing it to fall into an extreme and bitter poverty. In spite of this, the Province started with a small group of ascetic missionaries who were truly virtuous, zealous and exacting on themselves. They were truly missionaries of St Vincent de Paul.
4- And thus the journey began. The new Vincentian family, made up of four houses, undertook the ministries of the Order with courage and dedication, including popular missions, retreats for ordinands, priests and laymen, with semi-public churches and careful liturgical worship attracting a large number of believers, associations and night-schools for poor illiterate adults. They soon added regular parish retreats for young people and adults, with every type of preaching, especially Lenten. The Province did not take long to open up the Missions “Ad Gentes” and to immigrants.

Intrepid missionaries set off around the world, heading for the north coast of Honduras, the heights of the Peruvian Andes and the streets of Brooklyn, New York, although the extreme altitudes of Cuzco and Puno and the tropical heat of Honduras caused the deaths of various young people and bold missionaries, making them the first victims of pastoral and apostolic zeal. 

5- The small seed continued to grow slowly through all of its regions. The associations filled our churches with the faithful. The love of María Milagrosa grew stronger and spread wider, as did the charity work. In 1914 the Church of San Severo y San Vicente, in Calle Provenza, opened the clothes workshop of the apostolate of St Vincent de Paul, where women made items of clothing for children from working families. It was the first venture of the Sisters of Charity, which had been promoted by the Conferences of St Vincent de Paul.

6- When the Spanish Civil War ended in 1939, the Province, which had five martyrs, extended its vocation and ministries and expanded into the region of Valencia.

2. STATISTICS:

Looking at the different characteristics of our missionaries, we can say the following: 

a) At individual level, an attitude of availability exists in all of the missionaries, but there are certain people that show resistance to change, due to factors such as the age of the missionaries, the time that they have spent in the same place and the activity that they have been involved in there, the individualism of many Province members and the personal nature of the projects undertaken, neglecting the community and the Province. 

b) At community level, in all of the Provincial communities, a general interest has been shown in completing the works and ministries with which they are entrusted, and there are no serious internal conflicts between members. However, particular attention should be drawn to the efforts that still need to be made to overcome the individualism, egotism and lack of experience evident in TEAMS carrying out pastoral work. Further effort is also required to promote DIALOGUE and GENUINE COMMUNICATION among the missionaries of the Province. 

The Province is working to create communities that make an effort to work in teams, to be more humane and supportive, and to ensure that each community has at least three missionaries.

c) At apostolic level, the obstacles standing in the way of achieving the aims of the CM are laziness, a loss of interest and a lack of missionary courage.

Overall, efforts are obviously being made to achieve the aim to which we have been called, but there is also evidence of mission life slipping into a static, comfortable routine, due without doubt to factors such as illness, age, family problems, all manner of personal problems, and difficulties caused by social pressures.

d) Below are some statistics which give an idea of the current situation in the Canonical Province of Barcelona. 

MISSIONARY STRUCTURE:

Missionaries of the Province:

 44 (11 in Honduras, 33 in Barcelona Canonical Province (1 in Brooklyn)).
· 25.50% in Honduras from Barcelona. 

(4.70% in La Moskitia from Barcelona).

· 74.42% in the rest of the Canonical Province from Barcelona.
Total number of missionaries currently operating from Barcelona: 50

From Colombia: 
3 (1 in Honduras, 2 in Barcelona Canonical Province, studies)

From Central America: 
1  (1 in Honduras)

Other support missionary until mid-October)

From Saragossa: 

1  (1 in Honduras)

Until April 2006, when the partnership with la Moskitia ends)

From the Superior General
1  (In Honduras exclusively for la Moskitia).





From the Province of Poland

· 95.30% in la Moskitia from other CM Provinces.

The additional strength in la Moskitia comes from inter-provincial support, the key to this type of missionary action and for maintaining the presence of the CM there.

MISSIONARIES IN SPAIN AND APOSTOLIC ACTION:

Barcelona: 15 missionaries and 2 students.
Palma de Majorca: 5 missionaries.

Reus: 3 missionaries.

Valencia: 3 missionaries (1 from Saragossa for family reasons).
Alicante: 4 missionaries (1 deacon). The youngest community in the Province.
SOCIAL PROJECTS:

1. The “Hombre” project (Barcelona) 52 young people undergoing drug rehabilitation.

2. The “Raval Obert” project (involving the entire Vincentian family). All-round personal advancement, above all for immigrants and poor people from Barcelona.

MISSIONARIES IN HONDURAS AND APOSTOLIC ACTION:

SAN PEDRO SULA: 4 missionaries.
Parish of St Vincent de Paul, where the headquarters offers logistical support in la Moskitia and to all of the missionaries who arrive from abroad.

The Parish has three well-defined zones:

· Urban Zone.

· Rural Zone (the Merendón mountain range).

· The city’s suburbs.

TEGUCIGALPA: Our candidates and students. INITIAL TRAINING. Two new missionaries will be enlisted as trainers and companions for the young people.
4 missionaries + (1 Columbian missionary in an old people’s home).

St Vincent de Paul seminary: 2 young candidates

LA MOSKITIA, HONDURAS

TRUJILLO DIOCESE: 1 bishop since June 2005.

BARRA PATUCA: 2 missionaries. (1 from Barcelona, 1 from Central America).
Santa Cruz Parish.

EVANGELIZING COMBINED WITH TRAINING OF PASTORAL AGENTS. 

SOCIAL ADVANCEMENT: Community clinics, library, training and sending young people for advanced studies (through grants from different sources).

PUERTO LEMPIRA: 3 missionaries (1 seminarian from the Province of Columbia in his pastoral year, 1 from Barcelona and 1 from Poland). Episcopal Vicar: the Barcelona missionary.

San José Parish. 

EVANGELIZING COMBINED WITH TRAINING OF THE PASTORAL AGENTS. SOCIAL ADVANCEMENT: Community clinics, library, training and sending young people to do advanced studies (through grants coming from different sources).

RADIO “KUPIA KUMI”, for communicating with all of the parish.

3.  APOSTOLIC PRIORITIES FROM THE PROVINCE OF BARCELONA.

1. Reinforce the Mission of la Moskitia with inter-provincial help, especially from the Provinces of Latin America and Poland.

2. Maintain the areas of the San Pedro Sula mission, as key support to la Moskitia.

3. Begin initial training in Tegucigalpa (February 2006). Candidates and students. The remainder of the young people’s training will be completed at their places of residence, so that they only have to leave Honduras to do the internal seminary. THIS IS BASED ON NEARLY 100 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE. 

4. In Barcelona Canonical Province, a concerted effort into vocational and youth pastoral work, for two reasons: TRAIN YOUNG PEOPLE IN AN INCREASINGLY SECULAR SOCIETY and WORK TOWARDS MISSION VOCATIONS.

5. In Barcelona Canonical Province, support older missionaries by means of retreats in suitable locations (the community or an appropriate house). The Spanish society is growing older day by day.

4. MAIN CHALLENGES FACING THE PROVINCE.

1. To work intensely in the youth and vocational pastoral work.

2. To identify the places where the missionaries should be and to not be afraid to leave those where we have been for a long time.

3. To support the initiatives of the Province and of the Vincentian family in the war against hunger and injustice in the world.

4. To continue with the permanent training as a key element for keeping the Province energetic and vital. 

5. To ensure that different parts of Barcelona Province have houses ready to receive older missionaries.

6. To work in the Province to encourage missionaries in body and mind so that they are motivated for the mission.

This is our presentation from the Province of Barcelona. Our Province would like to continue following in the footsteps of Jesus Christ in the manner of St Vincent de Paul. Importantly, we would like to highlight the situation in the Province of Barcelona. All of the strength and all of the work done in the Province is directed towards the unconditional support of the mission that we have in Honduras, Central America, where we have  had a missionary presence for almost 100 years. 

We know that we are in Europe, that we belong to this part of the world, but as missionaries, as a missionary province, most of our intentions, objectives and work are directed towards Latin America and specifically to Honduras, Central America. Changing our main objective would be a very big step for us, and one that should be dealt with by all of the members of Barcelona province.

José-Vicente Martínez Muedra, CM

Barcelona Inspector





































